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Make sure you check this NEW address. 

Rebecca will be discussing pond design and  

Gretchen will discuss plants  

694-6628 

                                    Directions :    

  From  Peoria, take US Route 150 to E. Camp St. also 

known as Rt. 8 and continue straight onto E. Washing-

ton St. follow this street up the hill into Sunnyland. 

Kullscape is now located in what used to be the East Pe-

oria Convention Center. It’s a very large building on the 

right side of the road. There is a Kullscape sign out 

front. Follow the PKPS signs around the right side of 

 It’s That Time Of The Year: Club Dues Will Be 

Due By April :   And They Are Still Only $20. 

Please give cash/check to our 

treasurer: 

Or Send To: 

Letriana Cantrell 

311 Arnold Rd. 

East Peoria, IL. 61611 
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  Well, by now everyone has their pond up and running and you are feed-

ing the fish a couple of times a day.  And who knows what Jeannie is 

feeding her fish??? We've started another pond season. 

  I know we’ve talked about it before, but it’s something we shouldn't 

forget. When adding water to your pond, do not just lay the hose at the 

side of the pond and let it run. And don’t go away and leave it running! 

Koi really like to swim upstream so when they sense the running water 

they come over to the edge and swim in the stream of water from your 

hose. What they don’t know is the chlorine in the water is burning their 

gills because they are right in the flow of the water.  So always use a 

spray nozzle and spray the water into the air and let it fall into the pond. 

This also helps to rid the water of the chlorine. 

  Another thing to always watch is the oxygen level of your pond. With-

out any fancy meters you can watch your fish and they will let you know 

if there isn’t enough oxygen in the water. If your fish are at the surface of 

the pond and it looks like they are gulping for air, then you need more 

oxygen in your pond. The best way to add oxygen is with a waterfall and 

the more it splashes the better. If you can’t add a waterfall then try using 

a spitter, or something that will stir the water and cause bubbles will 

help. An air stone, large or small, really helps too. 

   REMINDER that the 20th and the 21st of this month Aquascape in St. 

Charles, IL will be having their spring sale. In the past we’ve found some 

really great buys, like a new skimmer box for $75.00 and a couple years 

ago, Allen and I bought 5000 gph external pumps for $100.00. You just 

never know what you might find. But, you need to be there early, like 

7:30 to 8:00 a.m, even though they don’t let you in until 9:00, on Satur-

day to get the really good deals. 
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Happy Mother’s Day to all 

the Mothers in the club 

 

 

“M” is for the million things she gave me. 

“O” means only that she’s growing old. 

“T” is for the tears she shed to save me. 

“H” is for her heart of purest gold. 

“E” is for her eyes, with love-light shining. 

“R” means right, and right she’ll always be. 

Put them all together, they spell MOTHER 

A word that means the world to me. 
                                                           

                                                                 Howard Johnson 
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HAPPY  BIRTHDAY 
For the Month of May 

 
Jean  Barclay   Joyce Gettys  

 

Terry Maltas   Fred Zimmerman   
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Prairieland Koi and Pond Society 
General Meeting Minutes 

Saturday April 8, 2017 
9:00 – 9:40 a.m. 

 
Attendance:  36 people were present. 
 
Location: The Cantrell Residence East Peor ia, IL  
 
Housekeeping items: Vince explained that the Treasurer ’s Report will no longer be published in the 
newsletter or available on the PKPS website, but is always available to members who ask for it. A hacker 
posing as Vince and using his e-mail address has been contacting Letriana and requesting check reimburse-
ments for bogus charges. She knows it is not Vince and doesn’t respond to the requests. It appears he was 
getting the amounts requested from the PKPS Treasurer’s Report online. Greg now has the new shipment of 
Koi food available as well as bacteria, water conditioner, and other products for our ponds. 
 
 
Meeting: Vince welcomed spr ing as we sat in the beautiful yard of the Cantrell’s and listened to Jeannie 
Clarke speak on a variety of topics: 
 
1. Lotus: She is learning much about lotus propagation and cultivation and some of the information contra-
dicts what she has read in books and online. She gave a Perry Slocum lotus rhizome to Greg and Letriana and 
they reported it bloomed all year, whereas Jeannie said hers was a poorer performer. She read that a 4 x 4 
foot pot is recommended for lotus but found that it is way too heavy to move around. You only need to set 
the rhizome (tuberous root) on top of 2 to 3 inches of topsoil (not potting soil as it is too light and foams and 
floats when water is added), then cover it with 1 inch of soil to cover. She will try that this season. She has a 
lotus bog for her plants and doesn’t put them directly in her pond since it is too deep. If you do have shallow 
areas and want to grow them in your pond, she recommends lying the rhizome in a pot with heavy soil or di-
rectly on the pond bottom, cover it with a rock or pea gravel and add about 2 inches of water (or place about 
2 inches below the pond water level). The stalk is a hollow tube that emerges. Be sure not to cut the stems off 
below water level when cleaning up in the fall since the plants use them to breathe. The seeds are viable and 
can germinate after 1200 years! She told us that Native Americans planted lotus to eat the tubers. The seeds 
are edible in Asian cultures pounded into a paste for use on sweets. 
 
2.  Pond volume: She told us of a method to calculate the volume for irregularly shaped ponds. Sometimes 
when treating with salt or ProformC, the dosages require that you know the volume (as in lbs/gal of product 
to apply) to make sure you aren’t over treating. This volume calculation includes water in the simmer box, 
biofalls, and any streambeds you have. She has cards with the formula available for interested individuals.  
 
3. Spring water changes: Fish are very vulnerable in the spring as their immune system is suppressed over 
winter. When the water temperature reaches 50°F, they are just starting to get some immune function back. 
She recommends no major water changes (not even a 50% water change) in early spring because of the stress 
this causes to the fish. Wait for about 1 month after water temperatures have reached at least 50°F. 
 
 
4. Fish health: When you spot an open sore on a fish, the best way to treat is to catch them, calm them, put 
them on a towel, apply an antibiotic, and then return them to the pond so they don’t infect the rest of the fish. 
Catching them is very stressful but your options are to over treat which is expensive and not healthy for your 
pond. There are natural bacteria in ponds that eat dead skin and spread spores all over. Fish that are healthy, 
scrape against a rock or pot and break the skin becoming vulnerable to these bad bacteria (aeromonas and 
pseudomonas). Jeannie recommended adding ProformC throughout the year and a product called AquaMeds 
Medzyme Dry Concentrate. This product starves out the bad bacteria, costs about $35 for 1 lb., and is availa-
ble on Web’s Water Garden online. 
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5. Beneficial bacteria: The old mantra is ‘If your water is off (no pump) for 4 hours, then beneficial bacteria 
die’. A more modern approach is that as long as the beneficial bacteria in your pond are kept moist, they build 
up a barrier to toxins. But, Jeannie says it is still smart to drain your bioconverter and flush the toxin buildup, 
followed by adding more beneficial bacteria, ProformC, etc. 
 
6. Feeding in early spring: When fish are coming out of winter dormancy, they are very hungry. You don’t 
want to feed any high protein food since it is hard for them to digest and it will sit there and ferment undigested 
in their stomachs. But, if you wait too long to give them food, you’ll lower their resistance, energy levels, and 
ability to raise body temperature. Jeannie recommends starting with a high carbohydrate type of food, such as 
Cheerios, especially Honey Nut Cheerios before moving on to the high protein feed. Some members report that 
their fish don’t seem to like the Cheerios and won’t eat it. Jeannie thinks they are not used to it and it is a 
learned behavior. If one koi starts to eat it, gradually the others will follow. She has seen this with watermelon, 
oranges, and other items she has introduced in her pond. 
 
Jim Simmons just cleaned his pond and the fish were in tanks for 3 days before being returned to their home. 
He has added ProformC but he’s noticed that they are splashing more than what is normal for them. Jeannie 
says some reasons for splashing are water quality, parasites, and the koi are just plain crazy sometimes! Deb 
Palmquist has to periodically check her indoor koi to make sure they haven’t jumped out of the pond since they 
occasionally splash so loudly. Jeannie has an interesting theory: if the water level is high in a pond the fish 
think there is water on the other side and may try to escape. If the water level is lower than the edge of their 
pond or container (by about 1 foot), they don’t seem to assume there is water on the other side and don’t jump 
as much. 
 
Rick Moreland notices lots of foam when starting his pond for the first time in spring. Some water conditioner 
and plant material can cause foam. 
 
Jeannie talked about culling koi, especially the black junk fish that are crosses or have reverted back genetical-
ly to old carp lines. She says the Japanese cull 90% of their stock for the first culling. Terry Hess says he ac-
quired some black koi that have the whiskers and other characteristics of koi. They started out black but some 
have changed color with black and yellow/gold markings. 
 
Vince reported that there will be a pond being shut down and will get the information to Allen when fish are 
available so he can let members know. 
 
Jeannie has a deep, steep-sided pond that is difficult to get in and out of when trying to catch fish or do clean-
ing. She purchased a boat ladder that she attached to one edge and it is perfect for getting in and especially for 
getting back out. 
 
Greg wondered if imported koi from Japan speak the same language as ones born in the U.S.A. when they con-
spire to rip up lotus and water lily plants, as well as teach each other to eat Cheerios. Some think they all use 
“fin” language to communicate. 
 
The next general meetings is scheduled for Saturday, May 13, at Kullscape in Sunnyland (the old convention 
center). 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Deb Palmquist 
Secretary 
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 If only I had known…… 
  I’ve started a new section for our 

newsletter, but you all have to 

help.  It might be tough for some 

of us to admit, but let’s talk about 

things we wouldn’t do again. (we 

won’t call them mis___s) 

  I’m sure everyone can come up 

with at least one thing.  We can all 

learn from our (mis_____s,) and 

build better ponds. 

 

  I know this one sounds like a 

very simple one, but it does hap-

pen. Whenever you are adding 

chemicals to your pond, always and I mean always, double 

check the label to make sure you are adding what you 

think you are to the pond. It’s really hard to go back and 

correct the error once you realize that you’ve added the 

wrong chemical to your pond!!! 
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  Board Meetings              Club Meetings                                                                                             
                                                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                            

May 27th  Cantrell’s Residence    May 13th  Kullscape Landscaping, 

                                                                                          East Peoria 

June 24th Smith’s Residence    June 10th  Carter’s Residence, 

                                                                                          East Peoria 

July 22nd  Carter’s Residence    July 8th     Hornbakers Nursery, 

                                                                                          Princeton, Il. 

August 26th  Moreland’s Residence   August 12th ???? 

 

September 23rd  Bong’s Residence  Sept. 9th  ICC Garden Days, 

                                                                                           ICC Campus 

October 28th  Simmons’ Residence  October 14th Routley’s Residence 

 

November 18th Bong’s Residence  November 11th Banquet??? 
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